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March - May 2026

GREAT LAKES, GREAT STORIES: FATAL
CROSSING

with author and explorer Valerie van Heest

Thursday, May 7 | 6 PM | Carnegie Room

On June 23, 1950, Northwest Airlines Flight 2501, a DC-4 with 58 souls on board,
disappeared over Lake Michigan. The wreck was never located and the cause of the
accident was never determined. Then, over half a century later, nationally acclaimed
author and explorer Clive Cussler of the National Underwater Marine Agency teamed
up with Valerie van Heest of the Michigan Shipwreck Research Association to search for
the submerged wreck and attempt to solve the mystery of the plane’s disappearance.
Van Heest will share the story of how an unexpected meeting with a victim’s son
prompted a search of a different kind, one that would be more illuminating than e . <=
submerged sections of twisted aluminum, and will reveal that the answers are e VANSHEEST =~
sometimes found in unexpected places. Call the library to register. =

BASKETBALL BRACKETS

Pick up your bracket starting March 16 & return it by 8 PM on
March 18

It's basketball time! See if you can beat our staff and other library users in
predicting the outcome of the NCAA Division | men’s basketball tournament.
Out-predict everyone else to win a $50 gift card! We will have two winners: one
adult (18+) and one tween or teen (ages 11-17).

To participate, pick up or print out your bracket starting March 16th, fill it out, and
return your completed bracket to the library by closing time on March 18th.

SPLISH, SPLASH, STORIES! &

with the Allegan Aquatic Center T
Mondays, March 9, April 13, & May 11| 10 AM | Allegan Aquatic Center T

Grab your bathing suit and swim your way into a good story at the Allegan Aquatic
Center! Enjoy a time of silly tales and songs. Afterwards, splash with your family and
friends in the pool! Ages 0-7. This is a free event. Registration is required. You must
call the Aquatic Center at 269-673-7002 ext. 5504, or visit their website at
ard.recdesk.com to register.

331 Hubbard Street, Allegan, Ml 49010 Monday - Thursday 10 AM - 8 PM
alleganlibrary.org Friday 10 AM - 5:30 PM

269-673-4625 Saturday 10 AM - 4 PM



https://www.google.com/search?q=allegan+aquatic+center&oq=allegan+aquatic+center&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyEAgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBggCEEUYQDIHCAMQABiABDIHCAQQABiABDIGCAUQRRg9MgYIBhBFGD0yBggHEEUYPdIBCDUxMjBqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8

Adult Programs and Events

Monthly Programs
PINTESTING

CRAFTASTIC

Wednesdays, March 4, April 1, &« May 6 | 6 PM |
Programming Room

We'll meet to craft, chat, and have a good time. You'll go
home with a handmade piece of art! Space is limited.
Registration is required and opens two weeks before
each program.
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March: Herbarium Bottles, registration begins 2/18
April: Egg Carton Bunny Portraits, registration begins 3/18
May: Paint Your Own Birdhouse, registration begins 4/22

@ BOOK CLUB

Tuesdays, March 10, April 14, & May 12 | 6:30
PM | Adult Reading Area

Join us for great books, great conversation, and a great
time!

* March: Kaikeyi by Vaishnavi Patel

« April: Nature’s Best Hope by Doug Tallamy (with the

Allegan Conservation District)

¢ May: The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman
Copies of the current book can be found on top of the
adult "New Books" shelf. All adults are invited. No
registration required.

PUB QUIZ

Wednesdays, March 18, April 15, & May 20 |
6:30 PM | Tantrick Brewing Co.

Test your knowledge in a fun night of trivia! 4 rounds, 10
questions each. Teams of up to 6. Show your library card
and earn extra points to add to your team’s score. Team
registration begins in-person at Tantrick at 5:30 PM,
trivia begins at 6:30 PM.

331 Hubbard Street, Allegan, Ml 49010
alleganlibrary.org

269-673-4625

Mondays, March 16, April 20, & May 18 | 6 PM |
Programming Room

Let's get crafty! Join us on Monday evenings to make a
cool craft to take home! Space is limited. Registration is
required and opens two weeks before each program.

March: Shamrock Brooches, registration begins 3/2
April: Upcycled CD Suncatchers, registration begins 4/6
May: Seashell Trinket Tray, registration begins 5/4

RECESS FOR ADULTS

with The Arc of Allegan

Wednesdays, March 11, April 8, & May 13 | 2-
3 PM | Programming Room

Join us and our friends from The Arc of Allegan County, a
non-profit organization supporting individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities, for crafting,
playing games, and conversing with friends. No
registration required.

JUMPSTART YOUR
GENEALOGY

with Megan Heyl

Saturdays, March 28 & May 23 [ 11 AM |
Carnegie Room

Professional genealogist Megan Heyl is back to teach us
about various aspects of hunting down and organizing
family history. Topics will vary from month to month. No
registration required.

10 AM - 8 PM
10 AM - 5:30 PM
10 AM - 4 PM

Monday - Thursday
Friday
Saturday




Adult Programs and Events

Special Events and Classes

WHY ARE ALL THESE IRISH
SONGS IN ENGLISH?

with musician Ben Traverse

Monday, March 9| 6 PM | Carnegie Room

We all know that English is not Ireland’s native tongue. So why are all the Irish
songs we know in English? Using a variety of English-language Irish songs as
starting points, together we will explore how traditional music flows freely
between people, how the commodification of a culture can distort tradition,
and how systems influence traditional art. Call the library to register.

HISTORY
) ADULTBEGIVJVXﬁE)ISV ell:sO(gfl WITH MARK

< - with Mark Lovett of the Allegan County Historical

Society
Monday, March 23 & Tuesday, May 5|6 PM |
Carnegie Room Thursdays, March 26 & April 23 [6 PM |

Join us for a beginner yoga workshop with certified Carnegie Room

instructor, Deb Wiess-Gelmi. Expect to feel physically and Mark Lovett of the Allegan County Historical Society is
mentally refreshed as we warm up, stretch, and work our back with more history!

muscles a bit! Our practice will focus on alignment and * In March: Learn all about the early settlers of the
posture within basic standing, sitting, and reclining village of Allegan. You'll hear some familiar names
poses, so please bring a yoga mat. If you have a yoga and learn who was who during our town's
block, you may bring that as well. Registration is foundation.

required and opens two weeks before each class.  In April: Mark will talk about Benjamin Pritchard and
Please call the library to register. Jefferson Davis, and how their meeting early in the

morning of May 10, 1865 was truly the blow to the
Confederate States of America, ending the Civil War.
Please call the library to register.

e

MEDICARE 101

with Jay Simon of Priority Health

Wednesday, March 25 | 11 AM | Carnegie Room

Join us for a Medicare 101 educational event designed to help you understand your Medicare
options. Whether you're new to Medicare or just looking to refresh your knowledge, this session
will cover the basics of Parts A, B, C, and D, enroliment timelines, and how to avoid common
pitfalls. No sales—just helpful, unbiased information to empower your healthcare decisions.
We look forward to seeing you there! Please register with Priority Health via the following
link: https://[forms.office.com/r/whq0eHQ4f7 or by scanning the QR code.

Scan the QR code
to register.

331 Hubbard Street, Allegan, Ml 49010 Monday - Thursday 10 AM - 8 PM
alleganlibrary.org Friday 10 AM - 5:30 PM

269-673-4625 Saturday 10 AM - 4 PM




Adult Programs and Events

LOCAL WRITERS’ MEETUP

with guest speaker Carol Doeringer

Thursday, April 2| 6 PM | Carnegie Room

Writers of all experience levels are welcome to join us for a special local writers’ meetup! Local author Carol Doeringer
will kick off the event with an overview of her writing journey and her involvement in various writing groups. Afterwards,
participants will have the chance to chat, discuss current and past writing projects, and make connections! Call the
library to register.

THE 1910 ROAD TRIP OF THE
“ABERNATHY BOYS”

with Jay Follis

Thursday, April 16 | 6 PM | Carnegie Room

In 1910, before good roads, GPS or even gas stations existed, only about a dozen
people had successfully driven an auto across the country. Still, two brothers headed
out alone on a 2,500 mile trek in a brand-new motorcar. . . and they were only 9 and
6 years old! While the trip was from New York City to Oklahoma, they were
determined to include a detour across the state of Michigan for a couple of
surprising reasons. Call the library to register.

PNTYERsTTy | Extension SMART GARDENING WITH TREES:
PLANTING AND CARING FOR YOUNG TREES

with Deanna F. Hedlund, Michigan State University Extension Horticulture Educator

Tuesday, April 21| 6 PM | Programming Room

Celebrate Arbor Day week with us and learn how to plant a tree!l Deanna will discuss what to
look for when purchasing healthy trees from a nursery and how best to plant and care for
your young trees to ensure they offer beauty, shade, and ecosystem benefits for many years
to come. She'll also highlight a few of Michigan’s most garden-worthy native trees for some
tree planting inspiration! Call the library to register.

PLANT & PUZZLE SWAP Dol

Wednesday, April 22 | 6 - 7 PM | Programming Room

Swap puzzles and plants with fellow enthusiasts! All puzzles will be free to leave and take. For
plants, divide your indoor and outdoor perennials — this helps them grow healthier and stronger!
Then, swap and share them with your community. We'll have one table of plants for trade and
another for those free for the taking. There will also be a table for puzzles that are free to take. Full
plants, cuttings, and seeds are welcome. No registration required.

331 Hubbard Street, Allegan, Ml 49010 Monday - Thursday 10 AM - 8 PM
alleganlibrary.org Friday 10 AM - 5:30 PM

269-673-4625 Saturday 10 AM - 4 PM




Children’s Programs and Events

Storytimes

Xor LAPSIT STORYTIME

LN

Tuesdays | 10:30 AM | Programming Room

for ages 0-2

We all know that early literacy is important, so let’s start
as early as possible! This lapsit is catered especially to
children 0-2 years old and their caregivers. We will read
from board books, sing songs, and learn some sign
language. At the end, we'll have open playtime for the

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME |

for ages 3-5 ) =8
‘ d
‘.

Thursdays [ 10:30 AM | Programming Room

Join us on Thursday mornings for fun books, songs,
rhymes, crafts, and other fun activities as we encourage
a love of books with your little ones. This storytime is
designed for kids 3-5 years old and their caregivers. No
registration required.

kids and some time for the grown-ups to converse! No
registration required.

BILINGUAL STORYTIME

with Ms. Dolores

THOLAI

Wednesday, March 4 | 6 PM | Children’s Area

Join us for a special bilingual story time for families as we learn
from books both in English and in Spanish! Have fun engaging in
open play and learning new words! Ages 0-7. No registration
required.

BUILDING BLOCKS OF
FINANCIAL LITERACY |
INITIATIVE & STORYTIME ===l

with the Allegan County Community Foundation & Huntington Bank

Friday, April 10 | 3 PM | Carnegie Room

April is National Financial Literacy month. Join us for a time of stories about
the importance of how money works and ways to save, spend, and invest.
Every family will get a free book! Learn more about the importance of early
financial literacy from our community representatives with the Allegan
County Community Foundation and Huntington Bank. Ages 3-5. No
registration required.

10 AM - 8 PM
10 AM - 5:30 PM
10 AM - 4 PM

331 Hubbard Street, Allegan, Ml 49010
alleganlibrary.org

Monday - Thursday
Friday
Saturday

269-673-4625




Children’s Programs and Events

Recurring Programs

‘ DROP-IN LEGO CLUB

Monday, March 16 | 2 PM | Board Room

Come have fun at the library and play with Legos! We'll
have tons of bricks and blocks out for you to build and
create with. Creations will proudly be displayed in our
children’s area! Ages 5-12. No registration required.

DISCOVER 4H

with MSU Extension

Tuesdays, March 17 & 31, May 19 | 3:30 PM |
Programming Room

Discover what 4-H is all about and how the program is
conducted in different countries around the world! Each
session will feature a different country or cultural craft to
follow. Ages 5-12. No registration required.

Special Events & Programs

UNICORNS & SHINING KNIGHTS PARTY!

WHO EATS WHOM? <

Monday, March 16 | 11 AM | Programming Room

Ever wondered how the food chain works in the natural
world? Join the Kalamazoo Nature Center as they explain
how the food chain moves and works in the natural world
around us. They will even bring an ambassador animal
for us to learn more about! Grades 1st - 5th. No

registration required.
Wednesdays, March 25, April 29, & May 27 | 10
AM | Programming Room

with the Kalamazoo Nature Center

Calling all caregivers! Come to the library and enjoy a
cup of coffee while your little ones have fun with our Play-
Doh play station, coloring station, toy area, and craft
zone. Coffee and apple juice will be provided. Ages 0-7
years old. No registration required.

Thursday, April 9 | 3:30 PM | Carnegie Room

Calling All Knights and Unicorns! This National Unicorn Day, step into a world of magic and wonder at our Unicorns &
Shining Knights Party! We're celebrating these legendary favorites with an afternoon of enchanting stories, silly songs,
and a special craft to take home. Whether you're a valiant protector of the realm or a lover of all things sparkly, there’s

a place for you in our kingdom! No registration required.

331 Hubbard Street, Allegan, Ml 49010
alleganlibrary.org

269-673-4625

10 AM - 8 PM
10 AM - 5:30 PM
10 AM - 4 PM

Monday - Thursday
Friday
Saturday




Family Programs and Events

SING SONG FAMILY YOGA

' & LITERACY

with Deb Weiss-Gelmi
Mondays, March 23, April 27, & May 18 | 3:30
PM | Carnegie Room

Join Deb Weiss-Gelmi as she combines yoga, music, and
literacy together in this unique, engaging, and hands-on
experience for kids and their adult caregivers. No
registration required.

MUSICAL STORYBOOK &
INSTRUMENT ZOO

with the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra

Monday, April 6 | 11 AM | Carnegie Room

The KSO presents the musical storybook The Color
Monster by Anna Llena and Instrument Zoo. Experience a
new way to enjoy a story with the power of music, learn
about the different string instruments KSO uses, and
experience how they work up close! All ages. No
registration required.

SUMMER ACTIVITY FAIR

RABBIT ANGELS
RESCUE & LOCAL
AUTHOR MEET &
GREET

Tuesday, March 24 | 3 PM | Programming
Room

Join local author, Cherie Okonski, for the reading of her
children’s book, The Secret of Gumper Rabbit. We will
learn all about rabbits, the organization, how they're
rescued, and more. We will even get to meet some
rescues! All ages. Call the library to register.

STARLAB &,
PLANETARIUM $..9

with the Curious Kids’ Mucseum

Tuesday, April 7| 2 PM | Carnegie Room

Join the Curious Kids Museum as they take us on a
journey through outer space in their inflatable StarLab
Planetarium! Come learn about stars, moons, planetary
orbits and positions, constellations, history, mythology,
and more! This program will be conducted in 4
presentations in 30 minute increments. All ages.
Registration for a specific time slot is required; please
call the library to register.

Saturday, April 18 [ 10 AM - 1 PM | Griswold Auditorium

Ready to turn "I'm bored” into "I can't wait™? Join us at the Summer Activity Fair, your one-stop shop for a memorable and
active season! We're bringing together the best summer camps, classes, and programs from Allegan and the
surrounding areas all under one roof. Whether you're looking for high-energy sports, creative arts, or outdoor
adventures, come meet the local organizations and vendors ready to help you plan a safe and exciting summer for your

kids. No registration required.

331 Hubbard Street, Allegan, MI 49010
alleganlibrary.org

269-673-4625

Monday - Thursday
Friday
Saturday




Family Programs and Events

FAMILY NERF NIGHT MAKE YOUR OWN

SPACE- SABER

J/

Monday, May 4 | 3:30 PM | Programming
Room

>

Friday, April 24 | 6 PM | Main Floor

Nerf night is back! Come duke it out in the stacks! Kids
ages 3 and up and their caregivers are invited to join us
for an evening of fun and epic battle! Meet us after hours
in the library for target practice, free-for-all play, and fun
Nerf games. A water break will be provided. All children
must be accompanied by a caregiver. Registration is
required.

In a library, not too far away, come and make your own
space saber and then duel your friends! Supplies will
be provided. Ages 3 and up. Call the library to
register.

All Ages Programs and Events

B BINGO DROP-INSNAZZY
SHAMROCK CHALK
Mondays, March 30 & April 27 | 6-7 PM | pA S TEL AR T

Carnegie Room

Join us to play BINGO for a chance to win prizes, at no
cost to you. Just show up and have fun! All ages are
invited, kids must be accompanied by an adult. No
registration required.

CRITCHLOW ALLIGATOR
SANCTUARY

Friday, April 10 | 11 AM | Programming Room

The Critchlow Alligator Sanctuary is home to hundreds
of rescued reptiles, and some of them are coming to the
library! Get firsthand experience with some scaly friends
and learn all about their habitats, behaviors, and diets.
All ages. Call the library to register.

Saturday, March 14 |10 AM - 2PM |
Programming Room

Make your own fun and unique shamrock with colorful
chalk pastels! All ages. All supplies will be provided. Be
prepared to get messy! No registration required.

CELEBRATE THE HANDS

THAT HOLD US WITH } «
CAREGIVER CARDS! A

Wednesday, May 6 | 3:30 PM | Programming
Room

With Mother’s Day on the horizon, we're honoring every
kind of love. Whether it's for a Mom, a Grandma, or a
cherished caregiver, come craft a message from the
heart. Drop in to design a custom, handmade card for
that special person who makes a difference in your life.
No registration required.

331 Hubbard Street, Allegan, Ml 49010
alleganlibrary.org

Monday - Thursday
Friday
Saturday

10 AM - 8 PM
10 AM - 5:30 PM

269-673-4625 10 AM - 4 PM




Tween & Teen Programs and Events
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TEEN GAME NIGHTS —~  »
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Mondays, March 2 & May 4| 6 PM | Teen Area

Join us in the teen area for an evening of gaming with friends! Teens are
welcome to play digital games on computers or our gaming console; or
choose from an assortment of card, dice, and board games. You can
also bring your own games! Snacks will be provided. Grades 6-12. No

registration required.
g
= @ TEEN TECH NIGHT

Fridays, March 6, April 17, & May 22 | 6 PM | Tech Lab & Teen Area

Experience virtual reality, explore the realm of 3-D printing, and play video games
with friends at this after-hours program. Snacks will be provided. Grades 6-12. Call

the library to register.

TEEN ART HANGOUT

Thursday, March 12 | 3:30 PM | Programming Room

Drop in afternoon school to make a fun craft to share with friends and family. In
March we will make animal collages, in April we will make art out of candy, and in
May we will make pipe cleaner flower bouquets. Grades 6-12. All supplies will be
provided. No registration required.

TEEN COOKIES & CANVAS -
DIY BUTTERFLY

Wednesday, April 8 | 11 AM | Programming Room

Join us for this guided painting class. Artists will learn the step-by-step process of how to
paint a monarch butterfly and enjoy delicious treats in the process! Grades 6-12. Supplies
will be provided. Call the library to register.

331 Hubbard Street, Allegan, Ml 49010 Monday - Thursday 10 AM - 8 PM
alleganlibrary.org Friday 10 AM - 5:30 PM

269-673-4625 Saturday 10 AM - 4 PM




Tween & Teen Programs and Events

TEEN ADVISORY
GROUP: TAG

Thursday, April 23 | 4 PM | Board Room

Want to make your voice heard? Grab a friend and stop by
for our Teen Advisory Group! We'll share snacks, talk about
our favorite reads, and discuss ideas as we make new
connections. This can also count toward volunteer hours
for those who need it. This is designed specifically for
Grades 8-12. No registration required.

tg TWEEN ADVISORY
BOARD: TAB

Tuesday, April 21| 4 PM | Board Room

Want to help shape programs at your library? Here's your
chance! Join our new Tween Advisory Board. Chat, chill,
and chow down while sharing favorite books, sparking
new connections and shaping tween programming at the
library. Grab a friend and drop by! This is designed
specifically for Grades 4-7. No registration required.

\_| /
TEEN TRIVIA TIME!

Thursday, April 30 | 3:30 PM | Teen Area

Come test your knowledge on all things pop culture as we do several rounds of Jeopardy Trivia! Snacks will be
provided. Grades 6-12. No registration required.

TEEN NAIL ART SPA DAY TEEN NERF NIGHT NG

Come duke it out in the library stacks! Borrow one of our

Thursday, May 7| 3:30 PM | Programming  Friday, May 8 | 6 PM | Main Floor

Room

Join Ms. Kaitlin and Ms. Hannah to do a fun, simple nail art
design! Please bring a bottle of your favorite color nail
polish, as materials are single-use and will not be shared
between participants. A tutorial will be provided. Grades

dart launchers or bring your own. We will have group
games, target practice, free-for-alls, capture the flag, and
more. Water will be provided. Grades 6-12. Call the library
toregister.

6-12. No registration required.

Teen & Adult Programs

BOOK BRICKS

Saturday, May 16 | 11 AM | Programming Room

Have a favorite book you are really passionate about? Come and paint the cover
on a brick and add it to your garden or put it on display! Supplies will be provided.
Ages 12 and up. Call the library to register.

10 AM - 8 PM
10 AM - 5:30 PM
10 AM - 4 PM

Monday - Thursday
Friday
Saturday

331 Hubbard Street, Allegan, Ml 49010
alleganlibrary.org

269-673-4625
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331 Hubbard Street, Allegan, Ml 49010
alleganlibrary.org

10 AM - 8 PM
10 AM - 5:30 PM
10 AM - 4 PM

Monday - Thursday
Friday

269-673-4625 Saturday
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FEATURED ARTISTS

March - May 2026 | Community Art Wall

The Community Art Wall will host a group exhibition this Spring, featuring artists
Linda Enzinger, Theresa Frank, Ella Sue Schneider, and Holly Wilson! Using a
range of artistic mediums, including paints and pastels, these four artists
capture vivid and breathtaking scenes from the world around us. The exhibition
will be up from the beginning of March to the end of May. We hope you'll stop
by and appreciate these wonderful works from talented local artists!

Artwork by Theresa Frank.

FRIENDS' CORNER [Btiishi ittt ekt '
SPRING CLEANING DONATION DRIVE =

Monday, April 20 - Saturday, April 25 | Carnegie Corner Bookstore

The Friends of the Allegan District Library are looking for donations of gently used books, DVDs, and CDs to help stock the
Carnegie Corner Bookstore. All proceeds from sales support library programming, events, and materials. We appreciate
your generosity! To help us offer the best selection, we kindly ask that donations be gently used. Dusty, musty items, or
those older encyclopedias, are better suited for recycling. Volunteers will be present throughout the week to manage
donations; however, if you are unable to donate during the Drive, don't worry! We welcome donations at any time, all
throughout the year.

VOLUNTEER FAIR

Thursday, March 19|12 - 2 PM | The Silo

Visit the Friends of the Library at the Volunteer Fair to learn about the Friends, what they do to support the library, and how
you can get involved!

GERANIUM SALE

Thursday, May 21| 3 - 6:30 PM | Hanson Parking Lot

Join the Friends for their first Spring Geranium Sale! Red and bright pink Van Til's Greenhouse geraniums
will be sold in 4-inch pots for $5.50 per pot. Payments will be taken on the day of the sale in cash or check
only. First come, first served. We are unable to offer rainchecks. If you would like to preorder your
geraniums, you can reach out to your favorite Friend of the Library or connect with them through their
Facebook page at https://shorturl.at/nTlyw. All proceeds from the sale will go towards library events and
materials.

331 Hubbard Street, Allegan, Ml 49010 Monday - Thursday 10 AM - 8 PM
alleganlibrary.org Friday 10 AM - 5:30 PM

269-673-4625 Saturday 10 AM - 4 PM



https://shorturl.at/nTlyw

